- 'a%
Cﬁnmdl L5 Sanatte, D,

GALTAR T OF THE SERAT
YOUR VOICE FOR A CHANGE

D2 SEP 30 FH 2: 35
September 13, 20062

Scorolary of the Scorale
Office ol Public Records
Washinglon, DC 20510

S Cantwell 2006 175C T4 No, C0340304
Drear Sir or Madam:

This letter is in response to the requesl for additional information by the Reports
Analysis Divigion of the FEC rogarding the 2001 Mid-year Report of Cantwell 206K {Ehe
“Committee™). Thal request specifically pertains to the luan guarantee made by the
Dremocrulic Senatodal Campaign Commiittes (he “DESCC™) and duly reperted on the
2001 Wid-year Report.

The Comnmittee is, Fankly, somewhat confused by the FEC's letter.
Accompanying the otiginal filing ol this report in Tuly 2001, the Commuittes submitted 2
memo enlry with specific eaplanatery information pertaining Lo this loan guarantce. In
relesant parl, Lhat sxplanation indicated that the Joun guarantec was made 1o a0 antount
that equaled the DSCC™s available legal spending authority under 2 U5.C. 3441 afd), In
othcr words, the DSCC still had the lawful shility to spend that amount o0 hehalf of the
C'ommittee, if necessary. Thus, (i¢ puarantee does ool constitute an CAGBEIYE
contribution.

{t is unclear as 1o why the FEC s letier states that the DSCIC is limited to $17,500
per clection and disregards thear 447a(d} authority. Their own publication entitled The
Campaign Guide for Corgressiveal Candidates and Committess slales,

The [law] creatcs a special exeeption to the contribution limits for
cortain party activitics supporting candidales, 2 US.C, §441a(d). The
national party commiltes . . [has]| an sdditional speclal contribution
limit . . The committee may decide whether to regard an expenditure
made on behallof a candidate ag 4 coordinated party cxpendilure ar as an
in-kind contribution. (emphasis added.} Scc Campaign Guide pp. 26-7
{Tuly Z002).

The Committes ook preat care 1o ensure that o excessive contribution was receiveald Hot
any excessive spending made. In fact, no payment whalsoever has been made with
recpect to this guarantee, The Committee is working to pay oIl this loan in due course.
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